Africa to increase its position in the international community. Stolte (2015) argues that Brazil's engagement in Africa is motivated by the desire to increase its international status by using political and economic aid to Africa.
In this review, I will highlight the unique methodological approach used by Stolte Stolte (2015) organizes her book by building upon the foundation of the global system, then focusing on Brazil's place within the system. She defines international status and the difference between power and status by arguing that "power is based on capabilities, status is based on a role and set of special rights and duties that is tied to social position" (STOLTE, 2015, p. 28) . Using this understanding of status, she explained
which mechanisms, what she calls "status-seeking strategies", states use to achieve tincreased international status. To construct and define these status-seeking strategies,
Stolte (2015) utilizes the Social Identity Theory (SIT), which says that actors prefer to associate with actors and/or groups of higher status because actors want a positive social identity (ELLEMERS, 1991) . This allows Stolte (2015) to construct the three statusseeking strategies of social mobility, social competition and social creativity.
The book also chronicles Brazilian social identity and status from the beginning of the republic to the first term of President Dilma Rousseff. The author highlights how each change in Brazilian social identity or foreign policy is connected with a new statusseeking strategy by showing that "Brazil increasingly turned to a North-South discourse, presenting itself as a member of the global South and denouncing imbalances in power and wealth within the international society" (STOLTE, 2015, p. 73) . This explanation of change in strategy is then used to show how engagement in Africa is another tactic used by Brazilian state to achieve greater international status. "Engaging in key areas of international development, such as agriculture, health, and energy policy also has raised Brazil's international profile as a country that offers solutions to global problems" (STOLTE, 2015, p. 112) . The author illustrates how Africa has been an excellent landscape to display Brazilian developmental power.
Stolte ( Africa, and she concludes that "the involvement in Africa has been at the heart of Brazil's status-seeking strategy of asserting itself as a rising power of the South and has provided for status-enhancement in various ways" (STOLTE, 2015, p. 158 ).
The methodology used by Stolte (2015) (2015) methodology and theoretical framework is unique.
The usage of SIT to construct her theoretical framework is a bold move. Stolte (2015) argues that using this psychological theory is permissible because the anthropomorphization of nations has been used by realists, constructivists and other schools of international theory. Though this is true, it does not get to the heart of why SIT can be utilized in international theory and FPA. What the author fails to highlight is that SIT covers a wider variety of behavior and decisions made by nations. Though Stolte (2015) goes through great effort to explain SIT and status-seeking strategies according to SIT, she misses the opportunity to explain how SIT fills in gaps missed by other theories. This is an opportunity for Stolte (2015) to highlight an important strength in her book.
This is a single case study of status-seeking in Brazil, exploring status-seeking as a motive for foreign policy decisions and state behavior, but the book could benefit from including another emerging economy to better explore status-seeking behavior, and Stolte (2015) herself recognizes this as an area in need of further research. Since status-seeking as a motive for behavior is a fairly new theory, the book would be enhanced by a small section using another case.
The arguments of this book contributes to the understanding of emerging economies like BRICS choosing to engage Africa, but the arguments could be deepened by Overall, this book offers a unique perspective for understanding foreign policy decisions and emerging economies' engagement with Africa. Christina Stolte has done an excellent job of introducing status-seeking as a new motive for state behavior and foreign policy decisions, and explaining why Brazil is engaged in Africa and how status is a big motivator for Brazilian foreign policy and international relations. However, the size of the study is too narrow to conclusively say that status-seeking is a definitive motive for international status. More scholarship needs to be produced on the subject, though
Stolte's work (2015) is an excellent contribution to this nascent field of study.
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